Lessons

Watching + Speaking lesson
Topic: Tourism

A great way to learn about your country is to leave it.
Henry Rollins

1) Warm-up
1) Is there any difference between tourism and traveling?
2) Do you think tourism helps people in the world understand each other?
3) Do you like travelling? What countries have you visited?
4) Do you think tourism is good or bad for the planet? Why?

Pre-watching tasks
2) Read and discuss the following questions.
Do tourists really get to see the real countries they visit?
Are there any alternatives to the mainstream tourism?
Would you like to experience them? Why/Why not?

3) Key words: fill the gaps in the sentences
using the words from the video:
Entrepreneur, ignorance, sustainable, refugee
a) ________ means able to be maintained at a certain level
b) _________ is a person who organizes a business
c) __________ is a person who was forced to leave their country
d) __________ is lack of knowledge or information

Watching

4) Watch the talk:
TED
Aziz Abu Sarah

For more tolerance, we need more ... tourism?

https://www.ted.com/talks/aziz_abu_sarah_for_more_tolerance_we_need_more_tourism

Transcript:
I'm a tourism entrepreneur and a peacebuilder, but this is not how I started. When I was
seven years old, I remember watching television and seeing people throwing rocks, and
thinking, this must be a fun thing to do. So I got out to the street and threw rocks, not
realizing I was supposed to throw rocks at Israeli cars. Instead, I ended up stoning my
neighbors' cars. (Laughter) They were not enthusiastic about my patriotism.
This is my picture with my brother. This is me, the little one, and I know what you're
thinking: "You used to look cute, what the heck happened to you?" But my brother, who
is older than me, was arrested when he was 18, taken to prison on charges of throwing
stones. He was beaten up when he refused to confess that he threw stones, and as a

result, had internal injuries that caused his death soon after he was released from
prison.
I was angry, I was bitter, and all I wanted was revenge.
But that changed when I was 18. I decided that I needed Hebrew to get a job, and
going to study Hebrew in that classroom was the first time I ever met Jews who were
not soldiers. And we connected over really small things, like the fact that I love country
music, which is really strange for Palestinians. But it was then that I realized also that
we have a wall of anger, of hatred and of ignorance that separates us. I decided that it
doesn't matter what happens to me. What really matters is how I deal with it. And
therefore, I decided to dedicate my life to bringing down the walls that separate
people.
I do so through many ways. Tourism is one of them, but also media and education, and
you might be wondering, really, can tourism change things? Can it bring down walls?
Yes. Tourism is the best sustainable way to bring down those walls and to create a
sustainable way of connecting with each other and creating friendships.
In 2009, I cofounded Mejdi Tours, a social enterprise that aims to connect people, with
two Jewish friends, by the way, and what we'll do, the model we did, for example, in
Jerusalem, we would have two tour guides, one Israeli and one Palestinian, guiding the
trips together, telling history and narrative and archaeology and conflict from totally
different perspectives. I remember running a trip together with a friend named Kobi Jewish congregation from Chicago, the trip was in Jerusalem -- and we took them to a
refugee camp, a Palestinian refugee camp, and there we had this amazing food. By the
way, this is my mother. She's cool. And that's the Palestinian food called maqluba. It
means "upside-down." You cook it with rice and chicken, and you flip it upside-down. It's
the best meal ever. And we'll eat together. Then we had a joint band, Israeli and
Palestinian musicians, and we did some belly-dancing. If you don't know any, I'll teach
you later. But when we left, both sides, they were crying because they did not want to
leave. Three years later, those relationships still exist.
Imagine with me if the one billion people who travel internationally every year travel
like this, not being taken in the bus from one side to another, from one hotel to
another, taking pictures from the windows of their buses of people and cultures, but
actually connecting with people.
You know, I remember having a Muslim group from the U.K. going to the house of an
Orthodox Jewish family, and having their first Friday night dinners, that Sabbath dinner,
and eating together hamin, which is a Jewish food, a stew, just having the connection
of realizing, after a while, that a hundred years ago, their families came out of the
same place in Northern Africa. This is not a photo profile for your Facebook. This is not
disaster tourism. This is the future of travel, and I invite you to join me to do that, to
change your travel. We're doing it all over the world now, from Ireland to Iran to Turkey,
and we see ourselves going everywhere to change the world. Thank you.

5) Comprehension check
a) What happened to the speaker’s brother?
b) How does the speaker bring down the walls that separate people?
c) How many people travel internationally every year?
d) What is the future of travel according to the speaker?

6) Find in the video and explain the meaning of
the following words and expressions:
To end up
What the heck?
To dedicate
To deal with

Post reading activities
7) Read the questions and try to guess the
answers:
1) What country is the most visited one in the world?
2) What country has the most volcanoes in the world?
3) What percent of world population has travelled to Antarctica?
4) What country has the largest number of airports in the world?

Keys:
3)
a) Sustainable
b) Entrepreneur
c) Refugee
d) Ignorance
5)
a) On the southeastern tip of Long Island near the town of Southampton in New York. He was taken
to prison on charges of throwing stones. He was beaten up and died soon after he was released from
prison.
b) He does it through tourism, media and education.
c) The one billion of people.
d) The tourism that can actually help to connect with people in different countries.
6)
To end up – to finish
What the heck – what the hell
To dedicate – to devote time or effort to a particular task or purpose
To deal with – to do something to solve the problem
7)
1) France
2) Indonesia
3) Less than 1 %
4) The USA (1/3 of all the airports in the world)

Другие материалы для Skype уроков по английскому вы можете найти
на сайте http://engskype.info/

